
Getting Your  Tempestry  Data 
 
We  want anyone  and  everyone  who is interested  in  the  Tempestry Project to  have  the 
opportunity to  make  one  (or many!) of their own. To that end, we’re  providing  a  Google  Docs 
spreadsheet (and these  instructions) to  make  it as simple  as possible  for individuals to  create 
their own Tempestry Worksheets for free.  
 
DON’T PANIC! 
If this process sounds a  little  overly involved, there’s good  news! We’re  happy to  curate  the  data 
for you  using  data  as close  to  the  location  of your choosing  as we can  find. While  the  data  is 
sometimes incomplete, we will  supplement any missing  data  with  other sources where  needed 
to  provide  you  with the  best representation  of temperatures for your chosen  area. 
 
Requests for custom Tempestry Worksheets can  be  made  through  our Etsy Shop . 
 
If you’d  rather curate  the  data  for yourself, read  on  for a  thorough  walk-through  of our process 
including  links to  the  data  sources and  our worksheet. 
 
  

https://www.etsy.com/shop/TempestryProject?ref=l2-shopheader-name


After determining  the  location  and  year for which  you  want to  create  a  Tempestry: 
 
First, download  our Tempestry Project Worksheet  template. You  can  view the  Worksheet from 
this link, but you’ll  need  to  save  a  copy for yourself in  order to  work with it. 
 
Now you’re  ready to  gather the  data. We  use  data  from the  National  Oceanic and  Atmospheric 
Administration. They provide  a  free  tool  to  search  and  download  weather data .  
 
That link will  take  you  to  the  NOAA Climate  Data  Online  Search  page  which looks like this: 
 
 

 
 
  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1q8Ecv1Is_5QnMwnqxE5KGHXqgVGzcgGMMQlp_RIjNXQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cdo-web/search


 
1) Under the  first drop down 
menu, choose  “Daily Summaries” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) In  the  second  section, select 
the  date  range  that you’re  interested 
in. Note  that you  need  to  click the 
specific day in  order for it to  recognize 
the  range  you  want. Then  click 
“Apply”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3) The  next choice  is for the  search  criteria. While  the  default choice, “Stations,” will  often 
lead  you  to  useful  data, we have  found  that searching  by city works better. The  results of a  city 
search  will  be  the  specified  year’s data  from every weather station  within a  radius around  the 
location. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4) Enter the  city or search  term to  find  weather data  for your chosen  locale. 

 
 
Once  you’ve  put in  your 
criteria  (which  should 
look something  like  the 
image  to  the  right).  
 
5) Click Search! 
 
  



You  will  be  presented  with a  list of the  closest weather stations to  your location  on  the  left, and  a 
map  showing  circles around  your location  and  other cities nearby. The  list of stations also  gives 
date  ranges of the  available  data. 
 
Note: You  may not find  a  station  in  the  exact location  you  search  for, but the  circles will  show 
you  where  the  closest data  is. The  larger circles around  metropolitan  areas will  pull  data  from 
many weather stations, we recommend  choosing  the  smallest circle  that covers your area. 
 

 
 
6) From here, pick the  weather station  you  want data  from and  click “Add  to  Cart”.

 
6a) Then  click the  cart in  the  upper right corner of the  map  and  select “View All  Items” 

  



 
Next up  you  have  some  options 
to  select for how you  receive 
the  data. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7) Select “CUSTOM 
GHCN-Daily CSV” 

 
 
 
 
 
8) Below  this, confirm that 
the  date  range  is correct, and 
that the  item in  your cart is 
from the  correct weather 
station. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9) Once  you’re  sure  this 
is the  data  set you  want, click 
“Continue”. 
 



 
The  next page  has some 
additional  options for your 
data  set. 
 
We  recommend  checking 
the  options as shown  here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9) Check: “Geographic 
Location” and  “Include  Data 
Flags” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10) And  be  sure  to 
check “Air Temperature,”  if 
for some  reason  this option 
is not available, you  will 
need  to  select an  alternate 
weather station. 
 
11) click “Continue” 
 
 
Almost done  (with the  data  gathering)! 
 
  



 
The  final  page  offers a 
quick review  of the  data 
you  are  requesting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12) And  asks for your email 
address, as this is how you  will 
receive  your data. 
 
 
 
Once  you  click “Submit Order” you 
will  receive  an  email  stating  that 
your data  request has been 
submitted, and  after a  wait (which 
usually ranges from minutes to 
hours), you’ll  receive  an  email  with 
a  link to  download  the  file. 
 
 
 
Now it’s time  to  process the  data  you’ve  gathered! 
 
 
  



You  will  receive  an  email  that 
looks similar to  this: 
 
1) Clicking  on  “Download” 
will  prompt you  to  save  a  CSV 
file  to  your hard drive, if you 
plan  to  do  more  than  one 
Tempestry it will  be  beneficial  to 
rename  this CSV to  include  the 
location  and  year the  data 
represents.  
Note: Depending  on  your 
browser settings your data  may 
open  in  Excel  right away. 
 
 
 
We  have  shared  our Tempestry 
Worksheet  on  google  drive. 
2) Save  your own copy of the 
spreadsheet so  that you  have  editing 
privileges.  
 
 
3) Open  the  .CSV data 
file  that you  downloaded 
above  - either in  Excel  or 
Google  Sheets. Choose  the 
data  set you  want to  use  - 
depending  on  the  city you 
selected  there  may be  data  from more  than  one  weather station  - then  the  data  range  you  want 
and  Copy (CTRL+C). 
 
 
4) Open  the  “Location  YYYY 
Data” tab  in  the  Example  Tempestry 
Worksheet.  
 
5) Select cell 
“A1” and  Paste 
(CTRL+V) in  the 
data.* 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1WZASuhxvJgoImPUdHzCI6PvZlCBITuU2yZZ3aTTjeT0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1WZASuhxvJgoImPUdHzCI6PvZlCBITuU2yZZ3aTTjeT0


6) Switch  back to  the 
“Location  YYYY Worksheet”  tab. 
 
The  information  should  auto-fill 
the  spreadsheet once  the  data  is 
pasted  in. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 *Note: It’s important to 
make  sure  that the 
column  labeled  “TMAX” 
falls into  column  “G” in  the 
spreadsheet. Some  data 
sets (Central  Park NYC, 
for example)  will  have 
TMAX in  a  different 
column, which will  require 
a  modification  of the 
formula  on  the  Tempestry 
Worksheet tab. 
 
Simply change  the  column  in  the  formula  from “G2” to 
whichever column  has the  “TMAX” header in  the  data. 
 
Additionally, for data  from leap  years you  will  need  to  drag the  formula  in  columns “B,” “C,” and 
“D” down  to  fill  in  the  366th  day. 
  



Your finished  worksheet should  look something  like  this: 
 

 
 
Columns A through  E contain  all  of the  information  you’ll  need  to  create  your Tempestry. Use 
column  E to  mark off your progress as you  go. 
 
Columns G through  K calculate  the  number of rows of each  color and  the  total  amount of yarn 
used. Column  K, “Number of Wraps”, is calculated  based  on  a  single  wrap  being  47” and 
includes the  additional  yarn  required  for the  cast on  and  bind  off.  
 
Please  note: Yarn  is KnitPicks Wool  of the  Andes, which  come  in  50g  skeins. See  Column  J to 
determine  how many skeins of each  color you  will  need. 


